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Dear ICS members,
It is my great pleasure to announce that the 2020 Tenne Family Prize in memory of Lea Tenne for
Nanoscale Sciences will go to Prof. Fernando Patolsky of Tel Aviv University for pioneering the
synthesis and assembly of semiconductor nanostructures and for applying them in ultrasensitive
nanoscale chemical and biochemical sensors.

Prof. Fernando Patolsky
fernando.patolsky@gmail.com
Fernando Patolsky was born in San Luis, Argentina (1974) and moved to Israel in 1992. He received
his B.Sc. (1997), M.Sc. (1999), and Ph.D. (2003, with Prof. Itamar Willner) from the Hebrew
University of Jerusalem. Following postdoc research with Prof. Charles M. Lieber at Harvard
University (2003-2006), he joined the School of Chemistry at Tel Aviv University and became Assoc.
Prof. in 2012. His research group develops molecular and biomolecular electronic and optical
systems, establishing fundamental principles and constructing optical and electronic sensors and
biosensors through bridging chemistry, biology, and materials science. They have created onedimensional nanoscale materials, nanowires, and nanotubes, and applied them in chemistry and
biology. They designed ultrasensitive nanoscale electrical device arrays to detect small molecules,
including explosives, drugs, and biological molecules relevant to human diagnostics. They developed
wearable microsized artificial organs to continuously monitor and treat chronic diseases, such as
type 1 diabetes. They also developed synthetic routes for one-dimensional functional nanostructures
and applied them in highly efficient energy storage devices.
Patolsky has published about 130 papers and book chapters (with more than 21,000 citations) in
high-profile journals, such as Science, Nature Biotechnology, Nature Materials, Nature
Communications, JACS, Angewandte Chemie, Nano Letters, Advanced Materials, Nano Energy,
Materials Today, and ACS Nano. His more than 50 patents and patent applications resulted in
several spin-off companies, including Tracense (detection of explosives, medical diagnosis, early
disease detection, and energy storage devices), QuLab Medical (medical diagnostic systems), and
SiLib (portable electronics energy solutions for electric vehicles).
Since 2014 Prof. Patolsky serves as Editor-in-Chief of the Journal of Nanobiotechnology (IF 9.5). In
2013 he received the ICS Excellent Young Scientist Prize.
The award ceremony will take place on the Open University campus. The exact date will be
announced soon.
Congratulations to Fernando for his achievements!

