
	

	

	

October 17, 2018 
Dear ICS members,  

I am delighted to announce that Prof. Adam Heller of the University of Texas at Austin will become the 2018 
Honorable Member of the ICS for his fundamental contributions to electrochemistry and bio-electrochemistry and for 
applying them in developing technological products that improve the quality of life of millions across the globe, most 
notably in the area of human health and well-being. 

Adam Heller was born in 1933 in Cluj, Romania. In 1944 his family was sent to the Kolozsvár Ghetto together with 
other 18,000 Jews. Heller and his immediate family survived the holocaust on the Kastner's train and in 1945 arrived 
in British Mandate Palestine. He received his M.Sc. and Ph.D. from the Hebrew University with Prof. E. D. Bergmann 
(1961). Following two postdoc periods at UC Berkeley (1962–1963) and at Bell Laboratories (1963–1964), he 
worked at GTE Laboratories (1964–1975) and Bell Laboratories (1975–1988), heading its Electronic Materials 
Research Department (1977–1988). In 1988 he joined the Department of Chemical Engineering at the University of 
Texas at Austin where he is currently a Research Professor. 

	  

Prof. Adam Heller 
heller@che.utexas.edu 

In 1996, together with his son Ephraim Heller, he co-founded TheraSense, and was the first CTO of the company. 
They created the painless blood glucose monitor FreeStyleTM, which requires only 300 nL blood, 1/8th of the average 
mosquito meal. In 2004 TheraSense was acquired by Abbott Laboratories and is now the core of Abbott Diabetes 
Care. Heller and his colleagues at Abbott eventually developed a bloodless monitor, FreeStyle LibreTM, which was 
introduced in Europe in 2014. Unlike earlier continuous glucose monitors it no longer requires the use of blood 
samples and strips for periodic calibration. It is based on Heller’s electrical wiring of glucose oxidase. It consists of a 
dollar-coin sized skin-patch comprising the sensor and a short range transmitter, painlessly self-replaced every 14 
days; and a cellphone-sized scanner-reader. When it is swiped over the skin-patch it displays the instantaneous 
glycemia, its trend and the glycemia of the past 8-hours. Heller is CSO of SynAgile Corp, also cofounded with his 
son Ephraim, working on a miniature, non-intrusive, continuously orally L-DOPA infusing system for managing 
advanced Parkinson’s disease. Google Scholar shows that Prof. Heller has been cited over 108,000 times with an h-
index of 159. 

In 2008 President George W. Bush awarded Prof. Heller the US National Medal of Technology and Innovation. His 
numerous other prizes and awards include the 2008 Creative Invention Award of the ACS, the 2005 Chemical 
Engineering Practice Award of the American Institute of Chemical Engineers, the 2005 Fresenius Gold Medal of the 
German Chemical Society, the 2005 Hocott Distinguished Engineering Award of the University of Texas, the 2004 
Charles N. Reilly Award of the Society of Electroanalytical Chemistry, the 1996 Faraday Medal and the 2004 Spiers 
Medal, both of the Royal Society of Chemistry, UK, the Vittorio De Nora Gold Medal of The Electrochemical Society 
and the Torbern Bergman Medal of the Swedish Chemical Society, which he shared with Allen J. Bard. In 1987 he 
was elected to the US National Academy of Engineering, in 1994 he became Fellow of the Electrochemical Society, 
since 1996 he is Fellow of the American Association for the Advancement of Science, and in 2009 he was elected to 
the American Academy of Arts and Sciences. I highly recommend reading his recent interview in Calcalist: 
https://www.calcalist.co.il/local/articles/0,7340,L-3746835,00.html 

The award ceremony will take place during the gala dinner of the 84th ICS Annual Meeting in February 12, 2019.  

Congratulations to Adam for his achievements! 

 	


