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December 21, 2015 
Dear ICS members,  

I am delighted to announce that the 2015 Honorable Member of the Israel Chemical Society Award will be 
presented to Prof. Amitai E. Halevi of the Schulich Faculty of Chemistry, the Technion, for his long scientific 
leadership in the field of Physical and Theoretical Organic Chemistry, and for his major contributions to higher 
education in the State of Israel. 

  
Prof. Amitai E. Halevi 

Technion – Israel Institute of Technology 
chr04ha@technion.ac.il 

The fascinating biography of Prof. Halevi (born in New York, 1922) includes service in the US Air Force during 
WWII, violin practice, service in the Hagana, production of explosives and detonators for the IDF and Ta’as, 
Talmud studies and much more. He received his B.A. from the University of Cincinnati, M.Sc. from the Hebrew 
University and Ph.D. (1952, with Christopher Ingold) from University College London. He joined the Hebrew 
University (1952) but moved to the Technion (1955) upon request from David Ginsburg, became Professor in 
1964 and Professor Emeritus in 1990. Prof. Halevi is most known for his experimental and computational 
studies of isotope effects on molecular properties, equilibria, and kinetics; and the dependence of reaction 
mechanisms on state-, orbital- and spin-symmetry. His collaborative research took him to Cornell University, 
ETH Zürich, Brookhaven National Laboratory, Oregon State University, Univ. of Oregon, Argonne National 
Laboratory, Purdue University, Weizmann Institute, Univ. College London, UC Irvine, Ben-Gurion University, 
MPI Mülheim/Ruhr, University of Munich, University of Frankfurt, Univ. of Heidelberg, University of Graz, Univ. 
of Paris, Clarkson University, CalTech, MPI Heidelberg, Simon Frazer University, and the Univ. of Wisconsin. 
At the age of 94, he still publishes single-authored research papers, some of which challenge well-established 
theories, such as the Woodward-Hoffmann rules and Perrin’s theory concerning isotope effects on acidity. 

We all know that every university and every academic department has a recognizable character and unique 
culture, which distinguishes it from other universities and departments. We easily recognize universities that 
radiate a pleasant ambience and good values across the campus at all levels, including faculty members, 
students, technical stuff and administrative personnel. This character does not come by chance; it stems from 
the hard work of a few outstanding people, who make it happen. Very often, those character-determining 
people are too humble and too busy to stand at the front to collect the credit they deserve. Like the engines of 
a big ship, they push forward the heavy vessel while staying almost invisible. Furthermore, similar to the social 
behavior of human beings, young universities take the older and more experienced ones as role models. 
Consequently, the expanse of influence by those human engines is much broader than their domestic arena. 
Thus, Amitai Halevi is being recognized as Honorable Member of the ICS for significantly advancing not only 
the Technion, but also the entire network of higher education in the State of Israel.  

As Dean of the Faculty of Chemistry (1983-85), Prof. Halevi steered the Faculty over the turbulent waters of 
one of its lowest points in history. He influenced the Technion as a member of the Academic Development 
Committee, the Committee for Senior Faculty Appointments and the Committee for Appointment of Research 
Professors. As president of the Disciplinary Tribunal for Academic Staff, he made an impact on ethical 
conduct. Via the Review Committee on Operations and Functions of the VP for Finance and Administration he 
helped shaping the Technion administration. He also acted as the Senate Representative in the Board of 
Governors, as member of the Senate Steering Committee and the Committee for Election of the President, 
where he took part in shaping the Technion management. As Dean of the Technion Graduate School (1969-
71) he revolutionized and shifted the conceptual basis of the Ph.D. programs from applied to basic science.   

The award ceremony will take place during the 81st ICS Annual Meeting in February 9, 2016.  

Congratulations to Amitai for his achievements!                


