
 

  

 

September 4, 2015  

Dear ICS members,  

It is my great pleasure to announce that the 2015 MCS-ICS (Medicinal Chemistry Section of the ICS) Award 
for Excellence in Medicinal Chemistry in Memory of Barry Cohen will be awarded to Prof. Paul A. Wender of 
Stanford University Chemistry Department for his highly significant contributions to synthetic and bioorganic 
chemistry, ranging from the discovery and development of new reactions, through total syntheses of many 
key natural product target molecules, to the design of new agents for treating major human diseases.  

 
Prof. Paul A. Wender  
wenderp@stanford.edu  

  
Professor Wender, one of the most creative synthetic organic chemists of our time, received his PhD from 
Yale with Fred Ziegler and was a postdoc with Gilbert Stork at Columbia University. His research involves 
studies in chemistry, biology, medicine, and materials science. His group is interested in the design and 
mechanism of action of molecules that exhibit unique biological activity and transformative, first-in-class 
therapeutic potential. They have developed fundamentally new ways of synthesizing such compounds with 
an emphasis on the “Ideal Synthesis”, “step economy”, and “function oriented synthesis and design”. The 
group has introduced over 25 new reactions, completed the first and/or shortest syntheses of numerous 
major synthetic and therapeutic targets, including taxol, phorbol, bryostatin and resiniferatoxin, and 
advanced therapeutic leads and drug delivery systems into human clinical trials. Current research involves 
synthesis directed at transformative strategies and methods, and novel chemistry driven approaches to 
imaging, diagnostics, drug delivery, cancer and disease resistance, immunotherapy, HIV/AIDS eradication, 
and Alzheimer’s disease.  

Wender is a member of the National Academy of Sciences, a Fellow of the American Academy of Arts and 
Sciences and a Fellow of the American Association of Arts and Sciences. His long list of prizes and awards 
include the Ernest Guenther Award of the ACS, Pfizer Research Award, The ACS Award for Creative Work 
in Synthetic Organic Chemistry, the Arthur C. Cope Scholar Award, the ACS H. C. Brown Award for Creative 
Research in Synthetic Methods, the Wilbur Cross Medal of Yale University, the 2012 Tetrahedron Prize For 
Creativity in Organic Chemistry, the 2013 Prelog Medal, as well as numerous teaching awards.  

This international prize, which is awarded annually by the MCS-ICS, became possible thanks to an 
endowment fund donated by Teva Pharmaceutical Industries in memory of Mr. Abraham (Barry) Cohen, a 
longstanding member of Teva's Board of Directors, who greatly contributed to the development of the 
company over more than 20 years, and passed away in 2012. It is the third year that the prize is being 
awarded and Prof. Wender has joined now the growing list of distinguished award recipients, which includes 
Barry Trost of Stanford and Richard B. Silverman of Northwestern University.  

Dr. Raphael Nudelman, President of the MCS-ICS has previously announced that the society is an adhering 
member of the European Federation for Medicinal Chemistry (EFMC) and this year the 13th Annual Meeting 
of the MCS-ICS will be held jointly with the 6th EFMC International Symposium on Advances in Synthetic 
and Medicinal Chemistry (EFMC-ASMC'15) in November 15-18, 2015, at the Weizmann Institute of Science. 
Thus, the prize ceremony will take place during this joint Meeting.  

Congratulations to Prof. Wender for his achievements!  

 
 
 

  
 

 


