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June 22, 2020 

Dear ICS members,  

It is with deep sadness announcing that Prof. Asher Mandelbaum of the Technion passed away 
yesterday, June 21, 2020. The funeral took place last night in Jerusalem. 

	  

    Prof. Asher Mandelbaum (1934 – 2020) 
Asher Mandelbaum was born in December 27, 1934, in Krakow, Poland. His outstanding 
childhood experience and miraculous survival during WWII in Nazi-occupied Poland is 
documented in a video interview (Hebrew): https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_rgkGDMDbtU 
and in the attached autobiography. 

The Mandelbaum family has arrived in Israel in 1948, few days after the Israeli declaration of 
independence. Asher was educated in Haifa, and after his military service (1953-1955) he 
began studying at the Technion Faculty of Chemical Engineering, but later switched to 
Chemistry. He received his M.Sc. and Ph.D. (1963) from the Technion under the supervision of 
Michael Cais. and was immediately recruited as a Lecturer in the Faculty of Chemistry. Three 
years later he went to MIT for his postdoctoral research (1966-68). In 1980 he became Full 
Professor and in 2003 Professor Emeritus. Over the years he was a visiting scientist in the 
University of Cincinnati, Ciba-Geigy labs in Basel, Pierre and Marie Curie University and 
multiple times in NIH, Bethesda. In 1986-1988 he served as Dean of Chemistry at the Technion. 

his most important and enduring contributions to science was the elucidation of mass spectral 
stereochemical effects of organic gas-phase ions. In the early stages of his academic career, he 
discovered the cause of different fragmentation behaviors of configurational and conformational 
stereoisomers in many organic systems. His research group investigated the mass spectra of 
stereoisomeric pairs from a wide spectrum of organic systems, and proposed mechanisms for 
the stereospecific processes. Mandelbaum has quickly become a world-renowned leader in the 
field on mass-spectrometry, a popular lecturer at international mass spectrometry conferences 
and a highly demanded collaborator worldwide. At the Technion, he was a highly appreciated 
teacher and an advisor of many graduate students. His support and encouragement of students 
and colleagues, always in a gentle-mannered fashion, fostered their independence, growth, and 
self-confidence. Asher will be remembered with much respect and admiration as a great 
scientist and an outstanding man: https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s13361-013-0685-y 

The ICS and the entire community of Israeli scientists mourn the loss of a great scientist.                

   


