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January 16, 2018 
Dear ICS members,  

I am delighted to announce that the 2017 Honorable ICS Member Award will go to Prof. Mordecai Rabinovitz 
of the Hebrew University of Jerusalem and Prof. Yoel Kashman of Tel Aviv University. Both role-model 
scientists have contributed immensely to the chemical community by outstanding accomplishments in science, 
training generations of young scientists and serving as scientific ambassadors for the State of Israel.  

 

  
Prof. Mordecai Rabinovitz 

mordecai@vms.huji.ac.il 
Prof. Yoel Kashman 

kashman@tauex.tau.ac.il 
 

  
Prof. Mordecai (Motke) Rabinovitz was born in Tel-Aviv (1933), received his BSc and MSc degrees (1958) 
and PhD (1961, with E. D. Bergmann) from the Hebrew University of Jerusalem. In 1964, following 3 years of 
postdoctoral research at Princeton University with Richard K. Hill, he joined the Institute of Chemistry at the 
Hebrew University and in 1978 was promoted to full professor. He has been a visiting professor at numerous 
universities in Germany, USA and Switzerland. At the Hebrew University, he served as the Head of the 
Institute of Chemistry, Head of the Department of Organic Chemistry, and Chairman of the Infrastructure 
Planning Committee of the university. He has published more than 250 scientific articles on reactive 
intermediates, reductive ring-closures and ring-expansions, supramolecular aggregation in buckybowls, 
aromaticity of fullerenes, graphite intercalates and light-induced processes. He is mostly known for his 
application of magnetic resonance spectroscopy to the research of charged polycyclic aromatic hydrocarbons. 
His experimental and computational studies revealed intricate relationships between magnetic properties, 
skeletal structure, charge distribution patterns, and the aromatic (or anti-aromatic) nature of polycyclic anions, 
creating bridges between classical notions and modern interpretations. He was one of the first Israeli chemists 
who realized the importance of international scientific networking and established fruitful scientific ties with 
Germany, USA, UK, Japan and others, thus opening doors to universities and government agencies.  

Prof. Yoel Kashman was born in Israel (1938), received his BSc in Chemistry and Physics (1959-1963) and 
MSc with honors (1964, with E. D. Bergman and R. Ikan) from the Hebrew University, and PhD from the 
Weizmann Institute (1967, with David Lavie). In 1968, he joined the newly formed School of Chemistry of Tel 
Aviv University and very quickly established a unique laboratory of worldwide reputation, focusing on marine 
natural products, which was that time a new field in science. He investigated a wide spectrum of marine 
organisms, primarily soft corals, sponges and tunicates. He carried out his explorations mainly in the Gulf of 
Eilat and other parts of the Red Sea, and discovered and characterized hundreds of new metabolites. His 
work has never stopped at the level of structure elucidation, but went on to chemical modifications, synthesis 
of the newly discovered systems and exploration of their biomedical potential. Naturally, he established 
numerous collaborations with marine ecologists, biologists, pharmacologists, crystallographers and synthetic 
chemists. He has worked closely with scientists from the USA, Japan, Germany, Spain, New Zeeland, South 
Africa, Ethiopia and other countries. He was a highly desired guest scientist in Syntex Research, Stanford 
Industrial Park, DuPont Central R&D, Harbor Branch Oceanographic Institute, Sea Pharm, Florida, NIH-NCI 
Frederick, USA, ZymoGenetics Seattle, and others. He has published about 340 papers, 30 patents and 
mentored over 70 graduate students. Yoel is a gifted teacher who received the "2000 Best Lecturer Award" 
from the Rector of Tel Aviv University. He continues teaching generations of students even today. 

The award ceremony will take place during the gala dinner of the 83rd ICS Annual Meeting in Feb. 13, 2018.  

Congratulations to Motke and Yoel for their achievements!  

  


