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 Ziva was born in Rehovot where she lived all her life. She received her B.Sc. in 
chemistry and physics (1967) and M.Sc. in physical chemistry (1969), with distinction, 
from the Hebrew University in Jerusalem. Ziva received her PhD degree from the 
Weizmann Institute of Science (WIS) in Rehovot (1978), where she spent all her 
professional life. In 1986 she was promoted to the rank of Associate Professor.  

 Ziva’s postdoctoral studies (1977-1980), Ziva were carried out in the University of 
Pittsburgh and in Northwestern University (Chicago). She also spent a Sabbatical 
(1987) in Hoffmann-La Roche, Nutley, NJ.  

 Ziva was a highly creative scientist; her research interests spanned many 
different fields. These included: kinetics of fast reactions using state-of-the-art 
techniques (MSc studies); crystallography combined with photochemistry in the 
organic solid state followed by elaborated theoretical calculations (PhD studies); 
calculation of charge and spin distributions in different types of CC bonds, in transition 
metal ligated in porphines and phthalocyanines, in atom-atom potential analysis of the 
packing characteristics of carboxylic acids and amides based on experimental electron 
density distributions and in drug design (Sabbatical leave, Hoffmann-La Roche).  

 Her research was focused mainly on basic research problems and her results 
helped gain understanding in fundamental properties of charge distribution, crystal 



morphology, different forces that determine crystal packing. In her last years she was 
involved in studying the structure of the ribosome. 

With her wide background and experience, Ziva joined the Prof. Ada Yonath group 
(1988) at the early stages of research towards elucidation of the structure of the 
ribosome. During this period, Ziva was an Associate Professor in the Max Planck 
Institute and a Visiting Scientist in the WIS. Her main interest was calculating atom 
maps based on the experimental data collected from ribosome crystals.  

 During her scientific career, Ziva made invaluable contributions while 
collaborating with many scientists in Israel and abroad, including: Profs. Meir Lahav, 
Leslie Leiserowitz, Lia Addadi and Ada Yonath from the WIS; Profs. Joshua Jortner and 
Uzi Even from Tel Aviv University; Prof. Mark Ratner from Northwestern University; 
Prof. Ruth Sperling from the Hebrew University. She published more than 70 papers 
and lectured in numerous conferences. 

 Ziva was a highly enthusiastic scientist. She was totally devoted to her work and 
spent days and nights in the laboratory or at the computer, measuring crystals, 
interpreting data, trying to understand elaborate structures. How happy and proud 
could she be if she knew about the success of the ribosome project that ripened a few 
years after her passing away!  

 Besides being so active in science, Ziva was a very devoted wife and mother to 
two girls. She was also the founder and manager of “Hadari Rehovot”, a unique 
enterprise that brought the art of dancing to the children and youngsters of Rehovot 
(it is still active and now named after her). 

 Ziva was a very warm individual, loved by everybody: family members, friends, 
colleagues, and students. Even when she was not able to step out of bed, she kept 
close contacts with her students via long phone conversations, with her scientific 
colleagues, and with the management of the dance groups (who even, towards the 
end, had their weekly meetings around her bed in the hospital). The ability to help, 
support, encourage, and solve problems until her last day bestowed upon her some 
hours of comfort in those last days of her life. 
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